JUL 08 2005 11=04 FR KC LEGAL 



920 721 0225 TO 917038729306 P. 02/09 



What is claimed is: 

1. (Original) A meliiod of folding a disposable absorbent article, ttie article having an initial 
upper surface, an initial lower surface, a longitudinal centerllne. a transverse centerline, opposing first 
longitudinal side edges, opposing first transverse end edges and an unfolded configuration, the method 
of folding comprising: forming one fold extending in a transverse direction by bringing a portion of the 
initial upper surface into a facing relationship with another portion of the initial upper surface, the one 
fold being spaced between opposing first transverse end edges, the resulting partially-folded article 
having an intermediate first surfece, an intemiediate second surface and opposing second transverse 
end edges, and thereafter forming a number, greater than one, of transversely extending folds in an 
accordion-like manner, the transversely extending accordion*l[ke fokis being spaced between opposing 
second transverse end edges. 

2. (Original) The method described In claim 1, wherein the number of acoordion-Iike 
transverse extending folds is an even number. 

3. (Original) The method described in claim 2. wherein the number of accordlon-like 
transverse extending folds is 2. 

4. (Original) The method described in claim 2, wherein the one foW extending in a 
transverse direction is located substantially adjacent the transverse centeriine. 

5. (Original) The method described in claim 4, wherein the acoordion-Iike transversely 
extending folds are spaced substantially equally between opposing second transverse end edges. 

6. (Original) A disposable absorbent article folded according to the method described in 
claim 5 and having a folded configuration, wherein the folded article has a ratio between the folded 
configuration and the unfolded configuration of no more than 0.08. 

7. (Original) The disposable absort^ent article of claim 6. wherein the folded article is an 
infant diaper. 

8. (Original) The method described in daim 1, wherein the accordfon-^like transversely 
extending folds are spaced substantially equally between opposing second transverse end edges. 

9. (Original) A disposable absort>ent article folded according to the method described In 
claim 8 and having a folded configuration, wher^n the folded article has a ratio between the folded 
configuration and the unfolded configuration of no more than 0.15. 

10. (Original) The disposable absort)ent article of claim 9. wherein the folded article has a 
ratio between the folded configuration and the unfolded configuration of no less than 0.04, 
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11. (Original) The disposable absorbent articie of claim 10, wherein the folded article is an 
infant diaper. 

12. (Original) A method of folding a disposable absorbent article, the article having an initial 
upper surface, an initial lower surfeoe, a longitudinal oenterline. a transversa centerline, opposing first 
longitudinal side edges, opposing first transverse end edges, side margins, opposing tenninai side 
edges and an unfolded configuration, the method of folding comprising: fonning at least one 
longitudinally extending fold in each side margin by folding each first longitudinal side edge inward 
toward the initial upper aurfiace and thus bringing at least a portion of the initial upper surface into facing 
relationship with another portion of the initial upper surftioe, then forming one fold extending in a 
transverse direction by bringing a portion- of the Initial upper surface into a facing relationship with 
another portion of the initial upper surface, the one fold being spaced between opposing first transverse 
end edges, the resulting partially-folded article having an intemiedtate first surface, an intemiediate 
second surface, opposing second longitudinal side edges and opposing second transverse end edges, 
and thereafter fonning a number, greater than one, of transversely extending folds in an accordion-lllce 
manner, the transversely extending accordion-lilce folds being spaced between opposing second 
transverse end edges. 

13. (Original) The method described in daim 12, wherein the number of accordion-lilce 
transverse extending folds Is an ^n number. 

14. (Original) The method described in daim 13, wherein the number of accoKlion-liice 
transverse extending folds is 2. 

15. (Original) The method described in daim 13, wherein the one fold extending in a 
transverse direction is located substantially adjacent the transverse centeriine. 

16. (Original) The method described In daim 15, wherein the accordioh'iilce transvereeiy 
extending folds are spaced substantially equally between opposing second transverse end edges. 

17. (Original) A disposable absorbent article folded according to the method described in 
claim 16 and having a folded configuration, wherein the folded article has a ratio between the folded 
configuration and the unfolded configuration of no more than 0.08. 

18. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 17, wherein the folded artide is an 
infont diaper. 

19. (Original) The method described in claim 12, wherein the accordion-like transversely 
extending folds are spaced substantially equally between opposing second transverse end et^es. 

20. (Original) A disposable absorbent article folded according to the method described in 

claim 19 and having a folded configuration, wherein the folded article has a ratio bptwpAn tho foicfed 
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configuratfon and the unfolded configuration of no more than 0.15. 

21. (Originai) The disposable absorbent article of claim 20. wherein the folded article has a 
ratio between the folded configuration and the unfolded configuration of no less than 0.04. 

22. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of daim 21, wherein the folded article is an 
infant diaper. 

23. (Original) A disposable absorbent article comprising a topsheet, a backsheet and an 
absorbent core situated between the topsheet and the backsheet, the article having a folded 
configuration and an unfolded configuration, the article in the unfolded configuration having an initial 
upper surface, an initial lower surface, a longitudinal centerline, a transverse centerllne, opposing first 
longitudinal side edges and opposing first transverse end edges, the article having a ratio between the 
folded configuration and the unfolded configuration of no more than 0.15. 

24. (OriginaO The disposable absorbent article of claim 23, wherein the artide has a ratio 
between the folded configuration and the unfolded configuration of no less than 0.04 

25. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 24, wherein the article is folded 
according the method comprising: forming one fold extending in a transverse direction by bringing a 
portion of the initial upper surface Into a facing relationship with another portion of the inifial upper 
surface, the one fold being spaced between opposing first transverse end edges, the resulting partially- 
folded article having an intermediate first surface, an intermediate second surface and opposing second 
transverse end edges, and thereafter fonning a number, greater than one, of transveraely extending 
folds in an accordfon-like manner, the transversely extending folds being spaced b^ween opposing 
second transverse end edges. 

26. (OriginaO The method described in claim 25. wherein the number of accofdion-like 
transverse extending folds is 2. 

27. (Original) The method described in claim 26, wherein the one fold extending in a 
transverse direction is located substantially adjacent the transverse centerilne. 

28. (Original) The m^hod described in claim 27, wherein the accordion-like transver^ly 
extending folds are spaced substantially equally between opposing second transverse end edges. 

29. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 28, wherein the folded article is an 
infant diaper. 

30. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 23, wherein the article is foWed 
according the method comprising: fomiing a number, greater than two, of transversely extending folds 
in an accordion-like manner, the transversely extending folds being spaced between opposing first 
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transverse end edges. 

31. (OrfginaO The method described in dabn 30. wherein tlie number of transversely 
extending accordion-lilce folds is 5. 

32. (Original) The method described In claim 31, wherein the transversely-extending 
accordlon-iii(e folds are spaced substantially equally between opposing first transverse end edges. 

33. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 32, wherein the folded article is an 
infant diaper. 

34. (Original) The disposable absort)ent article of claim 23, wherein the folded article is an 
infant diaper having a ratio between the folded configuration and the unfolded conf^uration of no more 
than 0.09. 

35. (Original) A method of folding a disposable absorbent article, the article having an initial 
upper sur^ce, an initial lower surface, a longitudinal centerline, a transverse oenterline, opposing first 
longitudinal side edges, opposing first transverse end edges and an unfolded configuration, the method 
of folding comprising: fonrning a number, greater than two. of transversely extending folds in an 
accordion-like manner, the transversely extending folds being spaced between opposing first 
transverse end edges. 

36. (Original) The method described in daim 35; wherein the number of transversely 
extending accordion-like folds is an odd number. 

37. (Original) The method described in claim 35, wherein the number of transversely 
extending accordion-like folds is an odd number greater than 4. 

38. (Original) The method describe in daim 37, wherein the number of transversely 
extending accordion-like folds is 5. 

39. (Original) The method described in claim 38, wherein the transversely-extending 
accordfon-like folds are spaced substantially equally between opposing first transverse end edges. 

40. (Original) A disposable absorbent artide folded according to the method described in 
daim 39. 

41. (Original) The disposable absorbent article of claim 40, wherein the foMed artide is an 
infant diaper. 

42. (OriginaO A method of folding a disposable absorisent artide. the artide having an initial 
upper surface, an initial lower surface, e longitudinal eenteriine, a transverse centerline, opposing first 
longitudinal side edges, opposing first transverse end edges, skte margins, opposing terminal side 
edges and an unfokled configuration, the method of folding comprising: fomilng at least one 
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longitudinally extending fold in each side margin by folding each first longitudinal side edge inward 
toward the initial upper surface and thus bringing at least a portion of the initial upper surface into facing 
relationship wfth another portion of the initial upper surface, then forming a number, greater than two. of 
transversely extending folds in an accordion-like manner, the transversely extending fblds being spaced 
between opposing first transverse end edges. 

43. (Original) The method described in claim 42, wherein the number of transversely 
extending acco(Original) rdion^like folds is an odd number. 

44. (Original) The method described in claim 42. wherein the number of transversely 
extending accordion-like folds is an odd number greater than 4. 

45. (Original) The method described in claim 44, wherein the number of transversely 
extending acoordion-like folds is 5. 

46. (Original) The method described in claim 45, wherein the transversely-extending 
accordion-like folds are spaced substantially equally between opposing first transverse end edges. 

47. (Original) A disposable absorbent article folded according to the method described in 
claim 46. 

48. (Original) The disposable absortjent article of dalm 47, wherein the folded article is an 
infant diaper. 
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